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century, my production was admirable, but that, as a
background for the tortured soul of Hamlet, it was
obtrusive and distracting, and that the time wasted in the
incessant changes of scene made it necessary to cut the
play too much.
I used this production, however, when I gave the play
in London during May, 1905, It was followed some
years later by a simpler method, inspired by a study of
the late Athenian drama, which included the use of the
Greek cperiaktoi,5 of which more anon.
I now approach the record of a painful experience. I
had announced a revival of this tragedy for May, 1905,
at the Lyric Theatre.    Immediately Hamlet revivals
became the order of the day.   Harry Irving anticipated
my own by a few weeks.    Tree resuscitated his pro-
duction at His Majesty's Theatre; Mr. (as he then was)
Frank Benson gave his at the Kennington Theatre,
and it seemed that Forbes-Robertson would also return
to London in the character. Finally comedians like Mr.
Bransby Williams, caught by the prevalent epidemic,
gave imitations of the Hamlet aspirants and Mr. Walter
Passmore, late of the Savoy, intent upon making a
feature of the 'Dane's nasty moments/ gave a tabloid
version of the tragedy in fifteen minutes at the Coliseum,
while "The Follies" at the Palace and "The Drolls55
at the Queen's Hall both followed with 'skits5 on the
Hamlet visitation.    It would,   of course,  have been
wise to postpone my own revival; but with habitual
pugnacity, I determined to  carry out my plans.   I
produced the play on May 22nd before a public al-
ready weary of the whole business, and in none of the
best humours myself, a state of mind which was fatal
to the true expression of that noble creation.   The
receipts were beggarly.    I took it off in a fortnight, and
substituted The Breed of the Treshams on the 3rd June.
This play was received with a shriek of approval and
was left in the bill till the end of our season on July 22nd.